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Toronto, Wednesday, June 17 
 
The Sir Casimir S. Gzowski Monument Revital-

ization Committee is pleased to announce the ap-
pointment of Ms. Alison Gzowski as Chair of the 
Committee, effective immediately. 
 
A longtime community leader with extensive ex-

perience in bringing people together around shared 
public spaces, Ms. Gzowski will guide the next 
phase of work to restore and enhance the monu-
ment at 2001 Lake Shore Blvd. W. She will work 
in collaboration with engineering associations in 
Canada, United States, the City of Toronto, and 
community stakeholders to advance a revitaliza-

tion that honours the monument’s history while 
strengthening its place in the life of the city. 
 
Ms. Gzowski also brings a personal connection 

to the legacy of Sir Casimir Gzowski, reinforcing 
her commitment to the project’s long-term stew-
ardship. 
 
“This monument carries real historical weight, 

and with that comes responsibility. It feels impor-
tant to me to see it cared for properly — not only 
to honour its past, but to ensure it remains part of 
the life of the city.” 
 
Established by the Association of Polish Engi-

neers in Canada, the Committee is dedicated to 
preserving and enhancing the monument as a last-
ing tribute to Sir Casimir Gzowski and as a mean-
ingful public space for residents and visitors alike. 
 
The Committee will be working with City part-

ners and stakeholders over the coming months to 
advance planning, community engagement, and 
implementation. 
 
For more information about this announcement 

please email: contact@SirCasimirGzowskiMonu-
ment.ca. 
 
Tadeusz Jankowicz, APEC President 

n this Summer Edition, we are pleased to present the first English trans-
lations of two remarkable historical articles by Zdzisław Przygoda, 
Ph.D., P.Eng., originally published in his book “In Service to the Cana-
dian Polish Community (1964–1969)” (“W służbie Polonii Kanadyjskiej 
(1964–1969)”). 
 
These articles document the founding of the Sir Casimir Gzowski Cen-
tennial Memorial Committee and the remarkable community effort that 
led to the creation of the Sir C. Gzowski Monument in Toronto. They 
recount key milestones in the project, including the Committee's meet-
ing at Toronto's new City Hall on June 23, 1966, and the delegation's ap-
pearance before the Toronto City Council's Parks and Recreation 
Committee on June 27, 1966, seeking the City's official approval for the 
monument. 
 
The story culminates with the memorable unveiling ceremony on May 
25, 1968, celebrating the successful realization of a vision made possi-
ble through the dedication, leadership, and generosity of the Polish Cana-
dian community. Together, these accounts offer a fascinating glimpse 
into the determination and civic spirit of those whose efforts created one 
of Toronto's most enduring tributes to the distinguished engineer, mili-
tary officer, and nation builder, Sir Casimir Stanislaus Gzowski. 
 
As these articles were originally published in Polish nearly sixty years 
ago, we hope that making them available in English will introduce this 
inspiring history to a wider audience and encourage renewed interest 
in—and support for—the restoration and preservation of this important 
landmark. 
 
Today, as the Sir Casimir Gzowski Monument Revitalization Commit-
tee works to preserve this historic monument for future generations, these 
accounts remind us that we are the custodians of an extraordinary legacy 
entrusted to us by those who came before. Their vision, perseverance, 
and commitment continue to inspire our efforts to ensure that Sir Casimir 
Gzowski's contributions—and the remarkable achievements of the Pol-
ish Canadian community—remain an enduring part of Toronto's her-
itage.

The Story Behind the Sir Casimir Gzowski Monument
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The Association of Polish Engineers in Canada (SIP), the Council of Polish 
Engineers in North America (RIPA), in cooperation with the Oskar Halecki 
Scientific Institute in Canada, recently hosted an engaging online seminar 
presented by Aleksander Maciej Jabłoński, Ph.D., P.Eng. 
 
Delivered in Polish, the lecture, entitled "Sir Casimir Stanislaus Gzowski 
(1813–1898): A Patron of Polish Immigration in Canada?", explored the ex-
traordinary life and legacy of one of Canada's most distinguished engineers, 
military officers, and public servants of Polish origin. 
 
Drawing on historical records, Dr. Jabłoński examined Sir Casimir Gzowski's 
remarkable engineering achievements, his contribution to Canada's infra-
structure, and his lasting influence on the development of the country. The 
presentation also addressed an intriguing question: can Sir Casimir Gzowski 
be regarded as a symbolic patron of Polish immigration to Canada? Through 
his personal story and accomplishments, the lecture highlighted the values of 

perseverance, public service, and excellence that continue to inspire genera-
tions of Polish Canadians. 
 
The seminar attracted members and friends of the Polish engineering com-
munity from across North America and generated a lively discussion on pre-
serving and promoting the legacy of this exceptional historical figure. 
 
Recognizing the interest of the wider English-speaking audience, Dr. 
Jabłoński is currently preparing an English version of the presentation, which 
is planned for this fall. We encourage our readers to watch for the announce-
ment and join this upcoming seminar. 
 
The presentation forms part of ongoing efforts by Polish engineering and 
scholarly organizations in Canada to celebrate the achievements of outstand-
ing Polish Canadians and to strengthen awareness of their contributions to 
Canada's history and development. 

Sir Casimir Stanislaus Gzowski – A Patron of Polish Immigration in Canada?

Gzowski Monument for Canada's 100th anniversary
On June 23, 1966, a meeting took place at the new 
City Hall in Toronto of all members of the "Sir 
Casimir Gzowski Centennial Memorial Commit-
tee".  
 
The meeting approved the construction of a small 
pavilion in Gzowski Park on Lake Shore Blvd.  
 
The monument is to be completed by September 
1967. Before I begin to describe the project itself, 
I would like to introduce the persona of Kazimierz 
Gzowski. Gzowski (1813-1898) came to Canada 
after the November Uprising, in which he took an 
active part. He was a student of the famous 
Krzemieniec Lyceum. Gzowski was one of the 
founders of the Engineering Institute of Canada, 
the Toronto Stock Exchange, the Jockey Club and 
many other associations. At a time when invasion 
was threatened from the United States, he took part 
in deliberations concerning the defense of Canada 
and organized the Canadian militia. To this day, the 
best regiment in Canada annually receives the 
"Gzowski Trophy", and the best engineering paper 
is awarded the Gzowski Medal by the Engineering 
Institute of Canada. 
 
For many years Gzowski was a member of the 
Senate of the University of Toronto.  He built rail-
ways and roads.  The Fort Erie International 
Bridge was one of the most famous engineering 
projects of the era. 
 
For his efforts in the defense of Canada, he was ap-
pointed lieutenant colonel and "aide-de-camp" to 
Queen Victoria. Shortly thereafter, he was awarded 
the title, "Sir". 
 
Towards the end of his life, he served as Lieutenant  
Governor of the Province of Ontario. 
 
The committee for the construction of the Gzowski 
monument was established two years ago. The idea 
was created almost simultaneously by the Associ-
ation of Merchants and Professionals and by the 
Polish Technical Association, (after name change: 
the Association of Polish Engineers in Canada 

(SIP), Toronto Branch. A joint Committee was 
formed, which co-opted Canadian representatives 
from the organizations founded by Gzowski. 
The committee is currently organized as follows:  

Chairman - Mayor of Toronto, Mr. P. Givens, •
Q.C.;  
PhD, P.Eng. Z. Przygoda, representing the Pol-•
ish Research Institute in Canada; 
Finance Subcommittee Chairman: Gen. Guy G. •
Simonds, C.B., C.V., D.S.O., C.D: ; 
Finance Subcommittee Members: Councillor •
Ben Grys, Capt. R. Norman, representative of 
the Militia Garrison in Toronto. 
Chair of the Construction Subcommittee: P. An-•
derson, M.E.I.C., Rep. Engineering Institute of 
Canada, The Reverend Canon Leslie P. Hunt, 
Principal of Wycliffe College 
Press: Councillor H. Brown. Committee advi-•
sor: Mr. Kazimierz Gzowski, representative of 
the Gzowski family. 
Treasurer: Mr. S. Kruk, Association of Mer-•
chants; 
Secretary: Mr. G. M. Bornet, Association of Pol-•
ish Technicians, liaison with the Canadian Polish 
Congress - Toronto District - Mr. J. Kott. 

 
As I have already mentioned, the Committee ap-
proved the construction of the pavilion. 
 
The project was entrusted to a Polish architect, 
Ryszard Dzwonnik. Architect Dzwonnik has his 
own office in Toronto and is known to us for his 
beautiful church design in Georgetown. 
 
The triangle-shaped pavilion symbolizes 
Gzowski's life and work. One corner is a SOL-
DIER, the second is an ENGINEER, the third is a 
CITIZEN. The pavilion stands in the water. Access 
to the pavilion is via footbridges symbolizing rail-
way rails. 
 
In the center of the pavilion there will be a bust of 
Gzowski on a pedestal, cast from the original bust 
standing in the park in Niagara Falls. 
 
There will be display cases in every corner - his-

torical memorabilia donated by the family, the 
militia and the Engineering Institute of Canada. 
The display cases will be made of half-inch thick 
plastic to protect the souvenirs from vandals. 
 
The whole thing will be illuminated and covered 
with a plastic tower. The pavilion will be covered 
with white stone. Measurements: 16 by 16 degrees, 
approximately 16 feet high. 
 
Fundraising for this project will begin in the fall 
of 1966. Construction will begin in the early spring 
of 1967. 
 
There is great interest in building the monument.  I 
described our project to the people gathered at the 
Canadian 100th anniversary evening, organized by 
the citizens of Toronto. Those present expressed 
their appreciation for the project with loud ap-
plause. The project was approved as one of the of-
ficial projects of the citizens of Toronto.  The 
above facts and the fact that the fundraising will 
be led by General Simonds demonstrate Canadian 
society support for the implementation of the proj-
ect. 
 
Toronto's Polish community, as far as I know, has 
no other project for Canada's 100th anniversary. I 
call on everyone to join in our efforts when we an-
nounce an official fundraiser for this purpose. 
Let us show that our contribution to Canadian life 
is great and dates back to ancient times. The sym-
bol of our contribution is Sir Casimir Gzowski. 
 
The pavilion unveiling ceremony will be an ex-
traordinary celebration for the residents of Toronto. 
On the eve of the unveiling, in front of the new 
City Hall, there will be a concert of Polish music 
played by the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. On 
the day of the unveiling, there will be a ceremo-
nial parade with the participation of the Toronto 
garrison in historic uniforms. I think that no Polish 
organization will be missing from this celebration.  
 
Our project is very important for the Polish com-
munity in Canada. Gzowski was a pioneer of mod-
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Sir C. Gzowski Monument Building Committee in Toronto,  
Gen. Simonds on the artistic beauty of the monument - the pride of the city 

On June 27th of last month, at 10:00 a.m., a dele-
gation from the Gzowski Monument Construction 
Committee appeared before the Toronto City 
Council's Parks and Recreation Committee to re-
quest official approval of the project.  
 
The delegation was composed of: General G. G. 
Simonds, as the financial coordinator; P. Anderson 
P. Eng., the official representative of the Engi-
neering Institute of Canada and chairman of the 
construction committee; Treasurer S. Kruk; Z. 
Przygoda, Ph.D. P.Eng., a representative of the 
Polish Research Institute in Canada and vice-chair 
of the Committee; and Mr. Ryszard Dzwonnik, the 
project architect. 
 
The meeting room was packed. Besides the City 
Parks Committee, we can see almost all the coun-
cilors and auditors. Mayor Givens stands in the 
doorway with a friendly smile – our delegation is 
seated in the front row. 
 
The Committee members were seated at the table. 
The Chairman gave the floor to Councilor Horace 
Brown, who calls upon Engineer. Przygoda, as 
"Executive Vice-Chairman of the Sir Casimir 
Gzowski Memorial Centennial Committee," and 
requested a report on the Committee's request. 
 
Engineer Przygoda informed the audience that a 
citizens' committee, composed of representatives 
of organizations founded by Gzowski and repre-
sentatives of the Polish ethnic group in Toronto, is 
requesting City Council permission to build a me-
morial pavilion in Gzowski Park on Lake Shore 
Blvd. in Toronto. The site has been carefully se-
lected in conjunction with the architect and the 
parks commissioner. He presents a detailed site 
plan and project outline. 
 
The total project cost, including landscaping and 
administrative costs, will be $86,000. 
 
Engineer Przygoda requests that the city cover the 
cost of over $10,000—the so-called landscaping—
provide land for the monument's construction, and 
that, once the project is completed, the city cover 
the costs of its maintenance and preservation. 
 
Then, Engineer Przygoda spoke. Przygoda de-
scribed the symbolic significance of the monu-
ment's triangular plan: 
Each corner will feature a display case with his-
torical memorabilia illustrating the work of this 
great Canadian. The first corner is SOLDIER. A 
replica of the "Gzowski Trophy" will be displayed 

here. This award is given annually to the finest reg-
iment in the Canadian Armed Forces, and the 
Canadian Army is donating this replica to our 
Committee. The display case will also contain the 
decorations and uniform of Queen Victoria's adju-
tant. 
 
The second corner is for ENGINEER. Drawings 
of the international bridge between Fort Erie and 
Buffalo, a copy of the founding act of the Engi-
neering Institute of Canada, and so on, will be dis-
played here. 
 
The third corner is for CITIZEN. Membership doc-
uments from various social and educational or-
ganizations, etc., will illustrate Gzowski's life. He 
was a senator at the University of Toronto, founder 
of the Montreal School of Mining, and finally, doc-
uments from his time as governor of the Province  
of Ontario. 
 
Engineer Przygoda emphasized that the high cost 
of the project was due to poor soil conditions, 
which required the construction of concrete piles. 
The structure will be clad inside and out with white 
stone. 
 
After Przygoda's speech, Brigadier John McGin-
nis, director of the Toronto Historical Board, took 
the floor. This body must, under current regula-
tions, approve the project before City Council 
makes a decision. Brigadier McGinnis not only ex-
pressed the Historical Society's consent and sup-
port, but also spoke with great eloquence and 
emphasized the civic values of a Pole who con-
tributed to the development of Canada during the 
Confederation period. The Chairman requests that 
General Simonds, as chairman of our project's fi-
nancial campaign, provide information regarding 
construction costs. The General provided a cost 
analysis and immediately requested $10,000 from 
the city for landscaping costs. The Committee, he 
announced, would raise the remainder from Cana-
dians and the Polish ethnic group. 
 
General Simonds emphasized Gzowski's Polish 
heritage, as well as the involvement of Toronto's 
Polish community in the project. He spoke elo-
quently about Poles and their values as Canadian 
citizens. 
 
After the above speeches, a lively discussion en-
sued, with architect Dzwonnik providing explana-
tions, and finally, a vote was taken. The City Parks 
Commission unanimously voted to approve our 
design, cover the landscaping costs, provide land, 

and maintain the monument after construction. 
 
The Commission thanked the Committee for its 
beautiful gift to the City of Toronto on the occa-
sion of Canada's 100th anniversary. 
 
The Chairman of the Committee and members 
shake our hands. We leave and go to Mayor 
Givens, who has placed his office at our disposal – 
this is now the normal work of our Finance Com-
mittee under the chairmanship of General Si-
monds. We are joined by Mr. Eng. Bornet, 
representative of the Association of Polish Engi-
neers and Technicians, and Captain M. Norman-
Nowakowski, representative of the Toronto Police, 
and we work until 10:00 p.m. 1 p.m. · 
 
I would also like to inform readers that the fol-
lowing persons have assumed honorary patronage 
over our project: Lieutenant Governor of Ontario 
W. Earl Rowe, Premier of Ontario John Robarts, 
Chairman of the Metropolitan Toronto Council W. 
R. Allen, and Engineer Zygmunt Jaworski, Chair-
man of the Board of the Gzowski Memorial Cen-
tennial Committee. 
 
The Sir Casimir Gzowski Memorial Centennial 
Committee is located at 1330 Bloor St. West, 
Toronto. The Committee's treasurer is Mr. S. Kruk, 
who already has official receipts for donations for 
the monument's construction. By order of the Min-
ister of the Treasury, our Committee has been 
granted the status of a Charitable Organization, and 
all donations for the monument's construction are 
tax-deductible. 
 
Concluding the description of the Committee's ac-
tivities, I would like to emphasize the words of 
General Simonds, who told the city that the 
Gzowski monument would primarily contribute to 
the beautification of Toronto. It will be a so-called 
"landmark" of the Toronto coast. Approaching 
from the west, everyone must take note of this 
beautiful artistic work. Toronto doesn't have many 
monuments, and all its residents will be proud of 
our project. 
 
Z. Przygoda, Ph.D. P.Eng. 
Executive Vice-Chairman 
Casimir Gzowski Memorial Centennial Commit-
tee 
 
"Głos Polski" November 3, 1966 
"Czas" November 16, 23, 1966 

ern Canada. However, the project can only be suc-
cessful if the entire Polish community supports our 
efforts. 
 

Dr. Z. Przygoda, P. Eng. M.E.I.C., Executive Vice-
chairman, Sir Casimir Gzowski Centennial Me-
morial Committee 
 

"Głos Polski" 7 July 66 
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10 maja ulicami Toronto przeszła Parada Konsty-
tucji 3 Maja, zorganizowana przez Kongres Polo-

nii Kanadyjskiej w ramach obchodów Miesiąca 
Dziedzictwa Polskiego w Kanadzie. 
To wyjątkowe wydarzenie było piękną okazją do 
wspólnego świętowania polskiej historii, tradycji 
i dumy narodowej. Nathan Phillips Square oraz 
ulice Toronto wypełniły się biało-czerwonymi 
barwami, muzyką, folklorem i radosną atmosferą.    
Pogoda dopisała, a to już połowa sukcesu. Było 
słonecznie, bez deszczu, a na scenie – dzięki ze-
społom folklorystycznym – zrobiło się kolorowo, 
energetycznie i bardzo pol-
sko. W tym roku przygoto-
wano również więcej 
atrakcji dla dzieci i mło-
dzieży, co bardzo cieszyło 
całe rodziny. 
 
Bardzo miło było widzieć 
dzieci, młodzież, szkoły po-
lonijne, harcerzy, organiza-
cje oraz wszystkich tych, 
którzy przyszli razem świę-
tować i pokazać swoją więź 
z polską kulturą i tradycją. 
Oczywiście zawsze można 
zrobić coś lepiej. Organiza-
cja tak dużego wydarzenia 
to ogromna odpowiedzial-
ność i wiele miesięcy pracy społecznej. Nie 
wszystko jednak zależy od organizatorów, dlatego 
chcielibyśmy podzielić się kilkoma ważnymi in-
formacjami: 
  
* Data Parady została zmieniona na prośbę Polo-
nii, ponieważ w pierwszy weekend maja w To-
ronto odbywa się bardzo dużo maratonów i 
innych wydarzeń utrudniających organizację. 
*  Często porównuje się Paradę w Toronto do 
parad w Chicago czy Nowym Jorku. Warto jed-
nak pamiętać, że amerykańskie parady organizo-
wane są od ponad 100 lat i mają zupełnie inną 
skalę oraz tradycję. 
* KPK zamówił w tym roku 5 dużych autobusów 

szkolnych, w tym dwa spod Polskiego Centrum 
Kultury w Mississaudze — jeden dla szkół polo-

nijnych, drugi dla Polonii. Niestety zainteresowa-
nie transportem było niewielkie. 
* Pojawiały się opinie, że organizatorzy nie do-
tarli z informacją o Paradzie do Polonii niezrze-
szonej w organizacjach. Warto jednak podkreślić, 
że promocja wydarzenia była bardzo szeroka — 
informacje o Paradzie pojawiały się w prasie dru-
kowanej, kościołach, Radiu 7, Polish Studio TV, 
na występach zespołu Mazowsze oraz we wszyst-
kich możliwych mediach społecznościowych. 

Przygotowano także plakaty i ulotki. Wszystkie te 
działania były skierowane właśnie do Polonii nie-
zorganizowanej, ponieważ do organizacji polo-
nijnych wystarczy zazwyczaj komunikat 
przesłany mailowo. 
* Pojawiły się również pytania dotyczące gości 
specjalnych z Polski. Warto podkreślić, że orga-
nizatorzy Parady nie mają wpływu na to, kto z 
Polski przyjedzie do Toronto jako oficjalny gość 
wydarzenia. Takie decyzje podejmowane są nie-
zależnie od KPK i Komitetu Organizacyjnego. 
* Największym wyzwaniem organizatorów każ-
dego roku pozostaje pogoda. Przez wiele dni 
wszyscy z niepokojem sprawdzają prognozy i 
modlą się o to, by nie było deszczu. Tym razem 

Podsumowanie Parady Konstytucji 3 Maja w Toronto  

APEC Pays Tribute at the Katyń 
Memorial in Toronto

Representatives of the Association of Polish Engi-
neers in Canada (APEC) joined the annual com-
memorations organized by the Canadian Polish 
Congress, Toronto District, by laying flowers at the 
Katyń Memorial in Toronto in honor of the victims of 
the Katyń Massacre. 
 
The ceremony commemorated the nearly 22,000 Pol-
ish military officers, police officers, intellectuals, and 
public servants murdered by the Soviet NKVD in 
1940 in Katyń, Kharkiv, Tver, Kyiv, Kherson, Minsk, 
and other execution sites. The event served as a 
solemn reminder of one of the greatest tragedies in 
Polish history and of the importance of preserving 
historical truth and honoring those who sacrificed 
their lives for Poland. 
 
APEC was proud to stand together with the Polish 
Canadian community in paying tribute to the victims 
and reaffirming our commitment to preserving their 
memory for future generations. 
 
Photo: Marian Kowalski, Maria Świętorzecka, 
Tadeusz Jankowicz.

pogoda była piękna, choć niektórzy uznali, że było 
zbyt chłodno, by przyjechać. 
*  Warto pamiętać, że Parada Konstytucji 3 Maja to 
przede wszystkim wydarzenie patriotyczne i prze-
marsz ulicami miasta. Nie jest to „Dzień Polski” ani 
festyn nastawiony głównie na jedzenie i rozrywkę. 
* Na koniec warto powiedzieć otwarcie — organiza-
cja Parady Konstytucji 3 Maja w Toronto kosztuje 
Kongres Polonii Kanadyjskiej około 30 tysięcy do-
larów. Zdobycie sponsorów i zebranie takiej kwoty 
wymagają ogromnej pracy, czasu i zaangażowania 
społecznego Komitetu Organizacyjnego. 
 
Dlatego warto dziś zadać sobie pytanie: 
 
Czy chcemy, aby takie wydarzenia nadal istniały i 
rozwijały się w Toronto? 
 
Bo przyszłość tej Parady zależy nie tylko od organi-
zatorów, ale od całej Polonii, od naszej obecności, 
wsparcia i wspólnego zaangażowania. 
 
Dziękujemy wszystkim, którzy byli z nami. Bardzo 
to doceniamy. � 


